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841 Chestnut Bulkding
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107

% UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEGTION AGENCY

Referral of Rustin Barrsl Site DATE: 11~13-91
zion church, Hanover County, VA

Lorie A, Bakefy’Acting Chief
Site Asgsessment Sectlon (3HW13)

Gregg Crystall, Chilef
Eastern Response Section (3HW31)

The purpose of this wmeme Is to refer to your saction the
Rustin Barrel Site for determination on whether a remeoval i3
necessary., The site is located on State Route 629 near Zlon
Chureh in Hamover County, Virginia,

In September of 1589, the site was discovered by logyers
clearing the property, They encountered approximately 200-300
drums. It appears that the drums contaln paint-related
compounds; test results from a few of the drums Indicate
aliphatic hydrocarbons, aliphatic aclids and esters, cyclohexyl
hydrocarhons, aramatic hydrocarbons, and phthalate esters,

A search by the Virginia State Police wags unable to identify
any respensible parties. ‘ ,

Attached is tha only information I have on th.s site, The
Virginia Department of Waste Management sent this material to me
for entry into CERCLIS, Please raview the attached material and
let me know if you will be pursuing this site any further, It
you declde that a removal is not necessary at this time, we will
enter the site into CERCLIS and conduct a preliminary assessment
some time in the future.

¢et  Tom Modena (VA DWM)
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DEPARTMENT OF WASTE MANAGEMENT
11th Fleor, Monros Building
101 N. 14th Street
Richmond, VA 23219
{604) 225-2667

TDD (804) 371-8737

MEMORANDUM

TO: Thomas Modena, Water Resource Manager
Superfund Pre-Remedial Program

THROUGH! W, F, Gilley, Dixector ¢ '

pivision of Regulation :

FROM: James A. Saunders, Incident Inv stiéations Chief
Division of Regulation 4;;;?541

o

DATE: October 23, 1991
SUBJECT: Rustin Property on Rt. 629 in Hanover County

on September 8, 1989, we recelved a telephone call from
Gregyg Britt of the Department of Emergency Sexvices, Mx, Britt
was dispatched to the site on State Rt, 629 near Zion Clrch in
Hanover County after loggers clearing the property encountered
200~300 drums,

Greqgq, took samples and had them sent to-the Virginia
Division of Consolidated Laboratories, He did some field tests,
The pH of one drum was 6-7, Three or four drums were positive to
the Drager Poly Test Tube and had readings of approximately 20%
LEL were obtained with a combustible gas detector,

After consultation with the Department of Emergency
Sexvices, Manley Brown, Specia) Agent of the Virginia State,
Police, John Trivilllan, lazardous Materlals Officer of Hanaver
Cougﬁy, 22“ personnel of the Department of Waste Management met
on the site, ,

After a reconnalgsance samples were taken from saveral drums
and sent to the Virglnla Department of Consolidated Laboratories
for analysis, the results were sent to the Virginla state Police,
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Memorandum to Thomas Modena
Re: Rustin Property ou Rt. 629 in Hanover County
Page 2

Richaxd Fox, John Conover, and I returned with a contractor
and equipment to manipulate drumg on the site in an effort to
egtablish dates from the markings on the gontainers and obtain
further samples, These samples were alse sent to the Virginia
Department of Consolidate Laboratories for analysis.

The investigation by the Virginia State Pollce was unable to
establish: .

1. Who placed the drums on the site,

2. When the drums were placed on the site. (We were
unable to find containers marked after May, 1980.)

3, The prasence of hazardous waste was mot
astablished by laboratory tests,

Letters were sent to the owners of the property, who are two
minors who do not live in the area, Their aunt came into our
offices and discussed the matter with us,

The contalners which are not empty contain palint-related
materials., The samples analyzed for the State Pollce indicate
palnt and varnish makers naphtha, which has been weathered or
exposed s0 that it is not ignitable, .

Efforts te trace the source of these materials have centered
around an uncle of the deceased owner of the property who lives
adjacent to the site. He was employed at one time by the
Alcatraze Paint Company which is now owned by Sampson Paint.
Current management of Sampson Paint state that they have no
knowledge of these materials ox haw they go to the site,

Drums with markings as having been sent to Miller
Manufacturing Company were found on the site, Efforts by the
State Police to confirm that the materials came from that
fagility have been unsuccessful.

Efforts to find witnesses who lived nearby have been
fruitless, Mrs, Undexwood has stated several times that people
hize told her that Mr., Lawrence E. Roane placed the drums on the
8ite, ’

At several points over the last two years there appeared to
be new informatlon or leads which might be used to establish
concluslvely where the contalners came from and who was
responsible, This information was given to the State Pollce or
the parties having the Information have been Ehrfcbtacb 6%the
State Police,
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Memorandum to Thomas Modena
Re: Rustin Property on Rt. 629 in Hanover County
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t
Glven that we could not estaklish the presence of Hazardous
Wasta on the site, an attempt was made to sea if the site could
be handled by removal to a landfill. Review of the information
we do have led to thae conclusion that the materials were not well
enough identifled to dispose of them in a solid waste facllity,

The containers are in several plles over the property, Some
were within 50 feet of a well which is belng used as a source of
drinking water., All of the nearby residences use ground water.
There are two other residences within 300 feet,

It i3 apparent that without further information, it will not
be possible to establish that these materials are hazardous waste
and were brought to the property after the effective date of :
current leglslation, ~

It is also apparent that the property owners do not have

sufficlent resources to clean up the progerty and that the
property's value 1s not in itself sufficlent to pay for the clean

up.

Please evaluate this site and see if it can be handled under
under CERCLA,

Enclosures

¢e: €, Ronald Smith
John E. Ely

JAS1001.91/na
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Notes of Telephone Convexsation with
Special Agent Shomette, V8P

Risults of Chemical Analysis of samples taken at Hanover Drum
Site

Samples Recelved 9/13/89 by Consolidated Lakoratories.

one containex of unknown liquid.

To determine if sample contained materials on f list
Liguid with layex of oil floating on top,
01l was separated form the water layer and analyze& by ge/ms,

This oll i3 composed of alighatic hydrocarhons ranging from ¢8 to

€17, Also present is a serles of materials related to long
chained aliphatic aclds and esters,

The water layexr was extracted and analyzed hy go/ms, The results

of this analysis indicate substances present in the water similar
to those found in the oil, Some of the F List compounds in both

the oll and water layer less than 0,1%, '

Samples Recelved 9/26/91 by consolidated laboratory,

Item #1 containing unknown liquid a4
Item 2 A5
Item 3 ¢l
ltem 4 <2

analyzed hy gc/ms

A4 was extracted. Extract composed of ¢9-~012 hydrocarbons
cyclohexyl hydrogarbons, c¢2-c4 aromatic hydrocarbons with minor
anounts of organic esters,

A5 aqueous sample with an odl-like layer on the top, The odl
layer was composed mainly of o9-cl2 hydrocarhons, cyclohexyl
hydrocarbong, c2-¢4 aromatic hydrocarbons and minor ameunts of
organie esters, Also present was phthalate ester.

The agqueous layer of A5 was composed mainly of c9~012'
hydrocarbons, cyclohexyl hydrocarbens, ¢2~c4 aromatic
hydrocarbong and minor amounts of organic esters, Also present
was a phthalate estex,

, AR100007
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Notes of Telephone Conversation with
gpecigl Agent Shomette, VSP
age .

¢3 was a thick gelatinous liquid. This sanple was composed mainly
of ©¢9-012 hydrecarbons, cyglohexy: hydrocaxbons, ¢2-¢3 aromatic

hydrocarbons and minor amounts of organic acids and esters.

¢4 was extracted and the extract composed mainly of a phthalate
ester, also present in the extract were ¢9-¢12 hydrocarkons,
cyclohexyl hydrocarbons, ¢2-c4 hydrocarkons and organic esters,

JAS$002.91/na




